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Introduce self

Returning from lengthy summer break… enjoying time with family and friends… one of 
my most favourite holiday activities led me (inadvertently) to this reflection on hope
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Amilyn Holdo: When I served under Leia, she would say, hope is like the sun. If you only 
believe in it when you can see it...
Poe Dameron: You'll never make it through the night.
From Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017)
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Amilyn Holdo: When I served under Leia, she would say, hope is like the sun. If you only 
believe in it when you can see it...
Poe Dameron: You'll never make it through the night.
From Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017)

What is the context for this quote? 
Typical Star Wars scenario... Rebels overpowered by Empire with greater numbers, more 
advanced weaponry etc etc… yet as always, rebels hang on to their sense of purpose –
something worth fighting for against all odds
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What is the enduring story of Star Wars?

Essentially it taps into the integral human search for meaning.
In the face of every good reason not to believe, we keep on believing there is something 
holding onto, something work striving for.
That in the end, light will win over darkness, good will conquer evil.

And also, a sense that living a life without purpose and meaning is the easy way out.
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And that actually there’s a little bit of Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader in all of us
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If the box office takings are anything to go by, people really quite like these movies!

Tapping into something integral in human condition
Despite the fantastic story and special effects there is powerful symbolism in them all, 
which leads us to think deeply (if we want to!)

But key to each of these stories is a protagonist, who makes a really important choice
In the face of overwhelming temptation
Each chooses a hope-filled, purposeful life for the greater good, in solidarity with their 
‘gang’

Choosing hope over despair, loneliness, greed, selfishness, power, anonymity
Choosing something meaningful over something empty – and it’s the more difficult, yet 
infinitely more rewarding choice
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By contrast, I also saw Othello with my children

Villain was a manipulative liar
Protagonist was so consumed with jealousy and despair he killed his wife and then 
himself

So in essence it became an easy lesson for me to my children – do you want to be Luke 
Skywalker, or Othello?
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Consider the cartoon (handout) – discuss with person beside you – what does it say 
hope is?
Recap from day before – where are you sitting with this now?

Some definitions of hope…

These definitions of hope strike me as being particularly useful when considering how 
we might work with someone whose situation appears entirely ‘hope-less’
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This image is of Behrouz Boochani, an Iranian Kurdish journalist and recognised refugee 
who has been detained on Manus Island for more than four years
Recently honoured at the Amnesty International Australia 2017 media awards for his 
work ‘Voice of Manus’: Behrouz Boochani, The Guardian & The Saturday Paper

Read extract from ‘The Saturday Paper’ (silently)

Silent journaling

Move into 2-3s

Some questions for discussion if needed

(break)
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What are our take-away messages from this – i.e. what are the practical implications?

Impact of ideas – solidarity
‘The other has a face’

Handout – excerpts from Pope Francis talk
Discuss highlights in 2-3s
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So how does this impact with the lives of our students?  Consider what your student 
leaders have said about hope, and how they think it can be built into their lives at school

Handout student reflections for staff and move into 2-3s
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In 2-3s discuss questions
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Response to student leader ideas in Year level groups

10-15 minutes discussion in teams with no pen to paper – dreaming time

Following discussion – write down as an individual what practical ideas have arisen for 
you

Sharing amongst team and distilling into some clearly defined goals and actions

Write down on butcher’s paper – if time spokesperson share with wider group and 
consider where there is overlap/synergy

Finish at 12.10.
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