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The Call of Mary, Luke 1:26-38 
 
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with 
you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary 
said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said 
to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 
God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 
 

Breath of Heaven (Amy Grant) 
 
I have travelled many moonless nights > Cold and weary with a babe inside > And I wonder what I've 
done > Holy father you have come > And chosen me now to carry your son 
 
I am waiting in a silent prayer > I am frightened by the load I bear > In a world as cold as stone > Must 
I walk this path alone? > Be with me now > Be with me now 
 
Breath of heaven > Hold me together > Be forever near me > Breath of heaven > Breath of heaven > 
Lighten my darkness > Pour over me your holiness > For you are holy > Breath of heaven 
 
Do you wonder as you watch my face > If a wiser one should have had my place > But I offer all I am > 
For the mercy of your plan > Help me be strong > Help me be > Help me 
 
Breath of heaven > Hold me together > Be forever near me > Breath of heaven > Breath of heaven > 
Lighten my darkness > Pour over me your holiness > For you are holy > Breath of heaven > Hold me 
together > Be forever near me > Breath of heaven > Breath of heaven > Lighten my darkness > Pour 
over me your holiness > For you are holy > Breath of heaven > Breath of heaven > Breath of heaven 
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Pope Francis on Courage: 
 
Pastoral ministry in a missionary key seeks to abandon the complacent attitude that says: “We have 
always done it this way.” (EG33) 
 
 

I invite everyone to be bold and creative in this task of rethinking the goals, structures, style and 
methods of evangelisation in their respective communities. (EG33) 

 
 
A proposal of goals without an adequate communal search for the means of achieving them will 
inevitably prove illusory. (EG33) 
 
 

The important thing is not to walk alone, but to rely on each other as brothers and sisters, and 
especially under the leadership of the bishops, in a wise and realistic pastoral discernment. (EG33) 

 
 
The ultimate aim should be that the Gospel, as preached in categories proper to each culture, will 
create a new synthesis with that particular culture.  This is always a slow process and we can be overly 
fearful. (EG129) 
 
 

If we allow doubts and fears to dampen our courage, instead of being creative we will remain 
comfortable and make no progress whatsoever... (EG129) 

 
 
… we will not take an active part in historical processes, but become mere onlookers as the Church 
gradually stagnates. (EG129) 
 
 
The Holy Spirit also grants the courage to proclaim the newness of the Gospel with boldness in every 

time and place, even when it meets with opposition. (EG259) 
 
 
Let ours be a time remembered for the awakening of a new reverence for life, the firm resolve to 
achieve sustainability, the quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and the joyful celebration 
of life. (LS207) 
 
 

we must engage in pastoral and missionary activities as though the result depended on our efforts, 
… however, in the knowledge that the true success of our mission is a gift of grace 

 
 

Today is a time of mission and a time of courage… the courage to proclaim but not necessarily to 
convert… the courage not to conform to the world, without however becoming polemical or 
aggressive… the courage to be open to all, never to diminish the absolute and unique nature of Christ… 
(Angelus, World Mission Sunday 23rd October 2016 


