Shared Faith Leadership in the Johannine households
______________________________________________________________________________
1. Introducing the Gospel of John
2. Central gospel themes in John







God’s revelation to the world occurs through Jesus who is the ‘Word’.
The Word is ‘enfleshed’ in the world. This makes the world sacred.
Experiencing the world allows the searcher to encounter the sacred.
Seeing, hearing, touching and tasting—human experience—are at the heart of faith.
Faith is not a noun but a verb. It is a dynamic that entails a journey.
The symbolic resides within the literal-surface, but requires a journey to deepen beyond what
appears.

3. Engaging John’s gospel
___________
Jn. 1:14 And the Word became flesh (sarx) and lived (‘pitched its tent’) among us,
Jn. 4:4-41
Reader 1: But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near
the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman came
to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to
buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered
her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would
have asked him, and he would have given you living water." 11 The woman said to him, "Sir, you
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?" 13
Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink
of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water."
Reader 2: Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." 17 The woman answered
him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; 18 for
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said
is true!" 19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem." 21 Jesus
said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to
worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 25
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The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us." 26 Jesus said to her, "I am he, the one who is speaking
to you." 27
Reader 1: Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman,
but no one said, "What do you want?" or, "Why are you speaking with her?" 28 Then the woman
left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 "Come and see a man who
told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?" 30 They left the city and
were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, "Rabbi, eat something."
32
But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." 33 So the disciples said to
one another, "Surely no one has brought him something to eat?" 34 Jesus said to them, "My food
is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, 'Four months
more, then comes the harvest'? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for
harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another
reaps.' 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor." 39
Reader 2 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He
told me everything I have ever done." 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word.
42
They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world."
Jn. 9:1-41
Reader 1: As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 Jesus answered, "Neither this man
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. 4 We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.
5
As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 6 When he had said this, he spat on
the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 7 saying to him,
"Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. 8
Reader 2: The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?" 9 Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it
is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 10 But they kept asking him, "Then how
were your eyes opened?" 11 He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight."
12
They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 13
Reader 3: They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed,
and now I see." 16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And
they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was
your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet." 18
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Reader 1: The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, "Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" 20 His parents answered, "We know
that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees,
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." 22 His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore
his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 24
Reader 2: So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
"Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner." 25 He answered, "I do not know whether
he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." 26 They said to him,
"What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27 He answered them, "I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?" 28 Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from." 30 The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing." 34 They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and
are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him out. 35
Reader 3: Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you
believe in the Son of Man?" 36 He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe
in him." 37 Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." 38 He
said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment
so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind." 40 Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" 41 Jesus said to
them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin
remains.
________________________________________________________________________
4. Summary:






John’s Gospel offers central insights for shared faith leadership considered from the perspective
of the values of Kildare Ministries: courage, hope, hospitality, justice, wonder and compassion.
John encourages a shared faith leadership to view the world as already blessed and holy.
Shared faith leaders seek to engage others where they are, believe in a deeper call to a faith depth,
and offers ways and spaces for this deeper encounter to occur. This happens in a spirit of
hospitality and compassion.
Faith leaders recognize that all are on a journey of faith (however this ‘faith’ is expressed). Faith
is a relationship with Jesus.
They seek to enable others encounter Jesus on their own terms, aware that there is always the call
to deepen this relationship. With John, faith is a relational, not a set of beliefs, even though there
are statements and official documents that seek to express how this faith might look in a
particular time and place (eg: The Catholic Catechism).
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Shared faith leaders reflect (together?) on their own journey and their experiences—no matter
how delightful or painful these experiences might be. Leaders provide places and means for
enabling others to reflect on their experiences too.
_____________

5. For personal (and, later, collegial) reflection:


How do these insights into shared leadership from John’s gospel speak to (encourage, affirm,
challenge…) your approach to shared leadership?



How does John’s Gospel and the gospel portrait of Jesus speak to your enacting the values of
courage, hope, hospitality, justice, wonder and compassion?
Michael Trainor
August, 2017
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