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• What is hope?

• What is the opposite of hope?

• What are our hopes as leaders in Catholic 
schools?

• What are the hopes of our students?

• What has faith got to do with hope?

• What hope does our Christian tradition offer 
our students?
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From Centre for Hope Organisation
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Robert Brault

• “Faith has to do with things that are not seen 
and hope with things that are not at hand. 

• The word hope I take on faith; and indeed 
hope is nothing more than the constancy of 
faith.

• You find hope the same way you find 
happiness. You give it to someone else and 
borrow a little of it back.”
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• Hope is a state of mind, not a state of the world… 
and it’s not essentially dependent on some 
particular observation of the world or estimate of 
the situation…

• It transcends the world that is immediately 
experienced, and is anchored somewhere beyond 
its horizons...

• It is not the conviction that something will turn 
out well, but the certainty that something makes 
sense, regardless of how it turns out. 

Bernard Brandon Scott  - From  Parables to Ethics, in The Once and Future Faith
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• Does the image of God we present to the students 
speak to their life and their hopes? 

• In a traditional societies, the community gave people 
ways of making meaning in life  - religion, symbols, 
rituals, wisdom.

• Two ways of knowing  in ancient societies - mythos 
and logos,

Karen Armstrong – The Case for God
6



Secular World

Sacred

Church
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Hugh Mackay- Beyond Belief 2016

 68% religious - 61% Christian, 2.5% Buddhist/Hindu,

2% Islam

 68% believe in God or a Higher Power – theistic society

 8% weekly church, 15% monthly, ( in 1950 50% weekly)

 70% weddings- not in a church

 SBNRs  - 72% of 18-30 not materialistic or narcissistic, but many 
are into mindfulness and yoga

 Only 10% atheists.  Many agnostics are anti-theists.

8



Paul Wong ( 2011)  -a positivist psychologist

Purpose has these characteristics:

• Having overall direction, life goals and core values which 
provide the framework for daily deliberations and for 
navigating  troubled waters. 

• Having incentive directions, goals and plans.

• Having a sense of what really matters in life and what would 
make for the ideal good life.

• Involving devotion to something higher and larger than ones-
self.
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Educating for Purposeful Living in a post-traditional society

Dr Philip Hughes

The capacity to develop purposeful living involves 

personal goals which are

• life-affirming rather than destructive,

• focused on the well-being of others and the benefit of 

society rather than oriented to one’s personal pleasure,

• large-scale, and seen in relation to a larger scheme of 

things

• realistic and capable of giving one’s life appropriate 

direction through which one seeks to achieve one’s 

“personal best”. 
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Educating for Purposeful Living in a post-traditional age
Dr Philip Hughes 2017

• Purpose is a stable and generalised intention to accomplish 
something that is, at the same time, meaningful to self, and 
consequential for the world beyond the self.

• Purpose may be part of one’s personal sense of meaning, by 

going beyond the self.  Damon 2008

• Social Justice programs can contribute significantly to 
educating for purposeful living. Greater impact occurs when 
students have a choice about the activities, the experiences 
are affirmed by the receiver or the community, and when 
there is time for reflection. 
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• Meaning making has been associated with 
belonging to a culture and religious tradition 
which provided symbols, rituals and narratives 
which have helped people over time to lead 
fruitful lives. 

• Most have a belief in a higher being or force.
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• http://bigthink.com/videos/what-is-god-2-2
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• Context

World behind
the text

World within
The text

World in
front

of the text
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• Jews had boundaries in order that they could 

live in a state of cleanliness – in which one 

was worthy to be in God’s presence.

• There were 613 laws around living daily life 

as well around cultic rules for worship. People 

who were disabled, bleeding, or who had 

mental illness or skin disorders were to be 

avoided.

• One could not mix with sinners and outcasts

• The religion was exclusive, with the stress 

being on righteousness and observance of 

the law.
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• Jesus started preaching about the Kingdom of God -
God’s presence in the world  -which was open to all.

• He mixed with, and ate with, all sorts of people. He 
touched the lepers and the sick and the mentally ill. 
He healed on the Sabbath.

• Jesus, in his teaching and his healing, liberated 
people from what bound them - from what prevented 
them being the person they were born to be.

• The people who met Jesus experienced the power 
God’s presence in a new way and they wondered 
who he was.

• Jesus introduced an ethic of compassion. People 
were more important than keeping the law. He 
challenged the local authorities.

17



• When he went to Jerusalem for Passover, 

some people hailed him as a King and 

Messiah – the anointed one. 

• The Jewish authorities saw him as one who 

did not keep Torah and one who needed to 

be dealt with. They reported him to Roman 

authority who decided they also did not want 

someone claiming to be King or Saviour.

• So he was put to death by crucifixion. 
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• The question was “who is this man Jesus?

• The apostles of Jesus claimed that he was 

risen from the dead. They could experience 

his presence.

• The community that formed after a short while 

tried to live the way Jesus had taught them.

• They identified Jesus as the Messiah -the 

Christos, the anointed one of God.

• They gradually saw him as “of God” in a 

unique way, maybe even Son of God.
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• Paul was a Pharisee who was rounding up Jews who 
believed that Jesus was the Messiah - the Christ.

• But he had an experience on the road to Damascus.  
He experienced the presence of the Christ.

• His mission was to the gentiles who were attracted to 
the Jewish way of life, so were often found around 
the synagogues in cities.

• He traveled across the Roman Empire and 
communities of believers formed in the towns and 
cities.

• He wrote epistles – letters, to the communities that 
formed as a result of his preaching
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• In his letters, Paul wanted to describe what effect of 
being a follower of Jesus had on his daily life. 

• He felt enveloped by the person of Jesus who he 
called the Christ.

• He said that we can “live in Christ as Christ lives in 
us”.

• If we are open to the Spirit of Jesus we can live like 
Jesus. We are “the Body of Christ” in the world. 
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• Paul wrote many letters

• Gal 5 

Self- indulgence is the opposite to the Spirit

What the Spirit brings is very different - love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness,   trustfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.

God was experienced in relationships with one 

another.  People were more important than 

applying the law to situations.
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Timeline

5-4 BCE----------30-33CE ----------50-60-----------70-----80-85-------95-100CE

Jesus Ministry Paul’s Mark  Matthew/ Luke   John

Birth                      death letters

Followers Expulsion

experience from synagogues

power of risen

Lord/Holy Spirit
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“I am the way, the truth and the 
life.”

Jn 14:6

“I have come to give you life, and life 
to the full.”

Jn 10:10

 Let us love one another, because love is 
from God…is we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is perfected in us.

1 Jn 4
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Spirituality

attends to the presence of God, 
of mystery

of life itself, or

of the ground of our being

in every day moments, so that we are 
transformed into people of peace, love and 
joy. 

Spirituality is not just about caring for our own 
souls. It is to help us to become the Kingdom 
of God into the world in which we live. 

Spirituality involves translating belief into action.
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God experienced as Transcendent

God experienced as Immanent
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• Hope is reclaiming the power of story and myth.

• The doctrine of the Incarnation – the deeds and teachings of 
Jesus were believed to radiate the divine so that this man had 
to be fitted into their understanding of God. They experienced 
an inner vitality at work within the fellowship of the church.  
They called it the Holy Spirit – or power of God within human 
minds.  This doctrine bridged the gap between divinity and 
humanity.

• Jesus brought God down to earth. His teaching and manner of 
life  enabled people to sense the presence of the divine in the 
affairs of ordinary daily life. We are all in Christ – we are the 
body of Christ
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The Secular Trinity – Lloyd Geering
in The once and Future Faith 2001

The new appreciation of the idea that creation is the first 
revelation of God, enables many see now that the world can 
inspire awe,  foster faith and renew hope.  

Teilhard de Chardin builds into his vision of the evolving universe 
two great thresholds of change

• The transition from non-life to life, resulting in the emergence 
of the biosphere, and

• Within the biosphere with homo sapiens, came the transition 
from life to reflective thought. In the growing self-
consciousness of humankind, the universe is becoming aware 
of itself.
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• Maybe cosmic creativity has enfleshed itself in the earthly 
species we call humankind.

• What makes us human is what we have collectively created, 
including language, ideas, culture, knowledge, religion and 
science.

• Global consciousness is a manifestation of the Holy Spirit.
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Some Reflections on Laudato Si by Mary Coloe

• Theology.
As Christians, we are also called “to accept the world as a 
sacrament of communion, as a way of sharing with God 
and our neighbours on a global scale. It is our humble 
conviction that the divine and the human meet in the 
slightest detail in the seamless garment of God’s creation, 
in the last speck of dust of our planet.” #9
• The entire cosmos is drawn into Christian theological 

thinking not as object, not as background to the human 
story of redemption but subject. Sacramental theology 
will now need to give consideration to the entire 
cosmos.

•
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• Incarnation

The Lord, in the culmination of the mystery of the Incarnation, 
chose to reach our intimate depths through a fragment of 
matter. He comes not from above, but from within, he comes 
that we might find him in this world of ours. #23

• Pope Francis very briefly touches on a major aspect of 
Christian theology dating back to the earliest Fathers of the 
church – that is the fact of the incarnation brings the divine 
and cosmic into one. When John says the Word became Flesh
– it is not just human reality that has taken on divinity, but the 
entire material universe for in the biblical tradition flesh refers 
to all things that experience being bound by time and decay 
as compared to the timeless and immortal God
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• http://bigthink.com/videos/what-good-does-
god-do
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Maybe we develop the virtue of hope through

• Helping students into purposeful living

• Introducing new language about the transcendence using 
symbol, ritual and story

• Encouraging students to see our care for environment as part 
of us being sharers in the divine 

• Developing our own and the student’s spirituality as being 
present to the mystery of every day living

• Promoting acts of compassion as ways of becoming more fully 
human. 
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