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Dear Members of the Kildare Ministries Community  

Like most at this time of year, I have been out amongst it 

getting ready for my family’s Christmas celebration which 

invariably comes with ‘the shopping’! Together with the stress 

of finding a car park, bustling through crowds, and the 

inevitable fatigue. Nonetheless come the day, I take great joy 

in being with family, indulging in the delicacies of the season 

and exchanging gifts that try to capture something i=of the 

love I feel for my loved ones. Quality conversation, moments 

of laughter and just being together adds to the special flavour 

of the day.  

Sadly, Christmas is not the same for everyone and not all 

enjoy the promise of the festive season.  We only need think 

of the homeless, refugees, beggars, the lonely and others who 

will be missing their loved one around the table this year. 

What might we do to make a difference to the Christmas of 

people who face bleak times?  Have you watched the Pope’s 

TED Talk yet?  He gave it in April this year.  It is so rich with 

inspirational messages that even though I have listened to it 

about three or four times, I hear something new each time, 

something that did not grab my attention the previous time, a 

nuance that had previously escaped me.  If you do nothing 

else this Advent— this time of waiting in preparation for the 

coming of the new, I recommend the 17 minutes its takes to 

listen to and then reflect on the Pope’s message about 

humanity, hope and courage.   

The gift of giving something to someone in need "is always 

right," Pope Francis said, adding that it should be done with 

respect and compassion because "tossing money and not 

looking in [their] eyes is not the Christian way of charity”. 

Whether we give or decline to give, we then have the choice 

of either looking in the eye of the people who ask for our 

charity or of giving our money almost furtively with eyes 

lowered. If we choose the first we make our response 

personal and opens us to entering into conversation with 

them. It is easy to give generously to the people we love.  Our 

theme this year was courage, to look into the eyes of the 

other, to know the other has a name and to acknowledge 

their dignity and humanity.  Over these last few weeks before 

Christmas, let’s respond personally and enter into 

conversation with at least one person who asks us for our 

charity.  The best gift of all, is the gift of human 

connectedness and gratitude. 

The Mission and Ministry Team extend our gratitude and 

thanks for your friendship, support and work this year.  We 

have had many blessed and memorable moments that 

continue to add to the tapestry of Kildare Ministry.  We are 

stronger for the contribution and commitment of our 

Trustees and Members’ Council; Principals and Leaders of our 

Community Works; Board Directors and Stewardship Councils 

and the many networks of personnel that engage and shape 

our work.   We look forward to another significant year in 

2018. I would also like to thank and acknowledge the 

members of the Mission and Ministry Team – Andrea, Rita 

and Jeff, Kate and Monica - for all that they have given to 

Kildare Ministries.  We are a small office and a highly effective 

team because each member is generous, committed and 

highly professional.  Thank you team! 

As this year comes to a close, we wish you every blessing for 

Christmas:-  

The Light of the Christmas Star to you  
The warmth of home and hearth to you 
The cheer and good will of friends to you 
The hope of a childlike heart to you 
The joy of a thousand angels to you 
The love of the Son and God’s peace to you. 
With Christmas love and New Year’s wishes to you all.       
 
Erica Pegorer—Executive Director 

‘Dreaming the Road’ 

In this present time, the landscape we 
live in can seem utterly trackless. We 
may find it difficult to envision by 
what path Christ could enter this 
world, and daunting to imagine what 
road would finally lead to the healing 
and redemption of creation. Yet this is 
what Advent invites us to do: to lift 
our heads, to raise our eyes, to look 
toward the horizon and dream of the 
way by which Christ will come to us. 

It is an astonishingly hopeful 
invitation. 

In calling our eyes toward the horizon, Advent does not draw us 
away from the present or lull us into an avoidance of the world at 
hand. Advent invites us instead to stand in the thick of this life 
and open our heart to the road that Christ wants to make, not 
only for us but also in us and through us. Because when Christ 
comes, the horizon he appears on is not so distant, after all. The 
place where he shows up is always in our very midst. 
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School Name of Staff Recipient 

                       Brigidine College, 
                       Indooroopilly 

Helen Jeffcoat 

  

                        Kilbreda College,  
                        Mentone 

Anne Brown 

  

                         Marian College, 
                         Sunshine West 

Mary Cutajar 

                         St Joseph’s College, 
                         Echuca 
 

Lin Hamence 

The inaugural  

Kildare Ministries Award  



 

School Name of Student Year level 

                        Brigidine College, 
                        Indooroopilly 
 

Michelle Corbett 

  

Year 12 

                        Brigidine College,  
                        St Ives 

Lucienne Cuda 

Charlotte  Surjan 

Stephanie Gustard 

Tegan Greig 

Aimee Miller 

Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 

                       Clonard College, 
                       Herne Hill 
 

Laura Thistlethwaite Year 12 

                       Kilbreda College, 
                       Mentone 
 

Laura Mitchell 

Ciara Murray 

Year 8 

Year 11 

                        Kildare College, 
                        Holden Hill 

 Emily Hoskin  Year 12 

                        Killester College, 
                        Springvale 

Viola Lominded 

Cecilia Huynh 

Angela Nguyen 

Leah Mastin 

Isabelle Jenkins 

Jennifer Vongue 

Year 7 

Year 8 

Year 9 

Year 10 

Year 11 

Year 12 

                       Marian College, 
                       Ararat 
 

Angel Herbert-King 

Ryan Blackie  

Year 7 

Year 11 

                      Star of the Sea College, 
                      Brighton 
 

Elli Murphy Year 11 

                     St Joseph’s College 
                     Echuca 
 

Trey Smith Year 8 

Student Recipients of the inaugural  

Kildare Ministries Award  



Kildare Ministries   

End of Year Celebration  



Wellsprings for Women Fundraising Dinner 

Around the Traps... 

Business Managers’ Meeting 

Final KEM Board Meeting and Farewell to Rita Grima 



It was with great pleasure we welcomed 14 new Board Directors and Stewardship Council Members to our induction day on 
Saturday 11 November.  There were members present from the Boards of Brigidine College St Ives,  Brigidine College 
Indooroopilly, Star of the Sea and Wellsprings for Women and the Stewardship Councils of Marian Sunshine West, Clonard 
and Killester.  A very engaging conversation was held as participants learned about the beginnings of Kildare Ministries from 
co-chair of the Trustees, Rosemary Copeland. A particular focus was on how the Vision, Mission & Values of Kildare 
Ministries are embedded in the work of the ministries.  The cross-representation from education and community works 
allowed for a dynamic conversation and great connections were formed.   Participants offered feedback on the day: 

Coming from the civil society sector and working within social justice frameworks, charism, formation, PJP and 
subsidiarity are new concepts and principles that enabled me to contextualise the work we do in our organisation,  
in the broader Kildare Ministries mission and vision. 

 

An Induction Day for Boards and Stewardship Councils will be held annually with the 2018 day booked for Saturday 23 June. 

Induction of new Board Members and Stewardship Council Members 

Around the Traps... 



Kildare Ministries Farewells Rita Grima 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kildare Ministries Welcomes Jeff Burn   

From beginning teacher to Co-Principal and part time Executive Officer of Kildare Educa-
tion Ministries, Rita’s entire career has been spent within Marian College, West Sunshine 
and education in the Brigidine tradition.  Sadly, Rita leaves us at the end of 2017 to take up 
a new challenge as Principal of St Columba’s College, Essendon. 
 
As Co-Principal at Marian College, Rita and Ray Pisani have modelled a style of leadership 
that is collaborative, mutually supportive, and which demonstrates that Co Principalship is 
an authentic form of leadership within a school.  Rita is a gifted educator, who places stu-
dents’ front and centre in terms of their education and wellbeing.  Her own gift of faith 
and sense of spirituality is evidenced in the strong commitment she displays to values that 
support the Brigidine and Catholic tradition.   
 

Rita has been an outstanding part time Executive Officer of Kildare Education Ministries, fitting so much work 
and detail into a working week in which she balanced commitments to KEM and Marian College.  In all that she 
undertakes Rita demonstrates exemplary processes; astute intuition about leading people and change and sensi-
tivity in complex circumstances.  Her inter-personal relationships with colleague Principals within the KEM role 
have modelled a level of support and care that respects the dignity and humanity of each person – something 
that has become Rita’s hallmark.  
 
Rita leaves us with our best wishes for her new position.  As a relatively young Principal, she has many years of 
leadership in front of her.  While other communities will benefit from her intelligence, competence, compassion-
ate heart and deep faith, we reserve the right to claim her as a Brigidine woman and will hold her fondly in our 
own hearts in years to come.  Thank you Rita for all that you have contributed to the early tapestry of Kildare 
Education Ministries and to the education of girls in western suburbs of Melbourne for many years.    
Michael Doyle 
Chair Kildare Education Ministries 

Welcome Jeff Burn  

On the 20th November we welcomed Jeffrey Burn to the Kildare Ministries Office.  Jeff is 

known to many of us and will bring a breadth and depth of great expertise and wisdom to 

the role of Executive Officer for Kildare Education Ministries.  He has spent his first few 

weeks becoming oriented and visiting schools.  Formerly from Loreto Ministries and having 

worked at the Catholic Education Office in Melbourne and Principal of Sacred Heart in 

Geelong before that - Jeff has been a major contributor not 

only to Catholic Education but also to the emerging role of 

Governance for Mission in his role as Chair of Catholic 

Religious Victoria, Education Committee.  On behalf of the Kildare Education 

Ministers and the Trustees of Kildare Ministries, we congratulate Jeff on his 

appointment and look forward to the positive contribution he will no doubt 

make to our evolving story.  

Erica Pegorer 

KM Executive Director 

 



Kildare Ministries  

Calendar of  

Events For 

January and  

February 2018 

Date Event 

20 Dec 2017 The Office of Kildare Ministries closes 

24 Jan 2018 The Office of Kildare Ministries re-opens 

5-6 Feb 1.18 Trustees Meeting and visit to Wellsprings for Women 

Community Works 

8 Feb 1.18 Justice Co-ordinators meeting 

8 Feb KEM Board Meeting 

15 Feb 1.18 Faith Leaders Meeting 

27 Feb New Leaders Seminar 

Newsletter due 

 

Ministry Ministry 

22 Feb Kildare Ministries   

15 March Star of the Sea College Brigidine College St Ives 

3 May Brigidine College  

Indooroopilly 

Killester College 

7 June Clonard College Presentation Family Centre 

9 August Kildare College Marian College Ararat 

6 Sept St Joseph’s College Kilbreda College 

25 Oct Wellsprings for Women Marian College SW 

13 Dec Kildare Ministries   

2018 Roster for Kildare Ministries Newsletter 



Wishing everyone 

within the Kildare 

Ministries 

community the 

Love, Peace and 

Happiness that the 

true meaning of 

Christmas brings. 


