
         Dear members of Kildare Ministries Community, 

Over the course of 2017, we have engaged the leaders 
of our ministries in professional learning around the 
issue of sexuality and gender identity.  We have been 
extremely fortunate to work with some highly skilled 
facilitators who have supported us as we grow in 
knowledge and understanding of this complex facet of 
human experience.  Our leaders, including our Trustees, 
Principals, Managers of Community Works, Directors of 
Boards and Members of Stewardship Councils have 
been fortunate to receive input from the medical field, 
the social sciences and moral theologians.  Our intent 
has been to journey together, in order to determine a 
pastoral response which reflects the vision, mission and 
values of Kildare Ministries grounded in the 
transformative vision of the story of Jesus.  

We were delighted to have accompanying us on this 
journey Fr Michael Trainor, Senior Lecturer in Biblical 
Studies at Australian Catholic University.  Those in 
attendance at our 2016 Kildare Ministries conference 
would recall Michael’s exploration of Luke’s account of 
the ‘loaves and fishes’ to consider how the gospel 
provides the foundation for our mission.   In 2017, 
Michael agreed to support our leaders through their 
professional learning and then lead them in their 
Retreat. 

On 16-18 August our Principals and Faith Leaders 
gathered in Sydney to explore their shared role in Faith 
Leadership of our schools.  Our retreat began with a 
beautiful, hospitable welcome at Brigidine College, St 
Ives culminating in the celebration of Eucharist in their 
Chapel.  This celebration set the tone for our retreat as 
Michael urged us to listen deeply to our call to 
discipleship, all the while ‘keeping our eye on Jesus’.  

 

 

 

Word 

Word of the Father, 

Lord Jesus Christ 

by Whom all things were made, 

in whom all creation is growing into unity, 

I pray you, 

possess me utterly, 

so that every word of mine 

may be in truth your word, 

bread for daily living, 

received by the Spirit’s grace, 

broken for sharing 

here in your presence, 

O living word, 

flesh among us still. 

(Raphael Consedine pbvm) 
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Following our time at St Ives we travelled together to St Joseph’s 
Retreat Centre, Kincumber and spent the next two days exploring the 
complexity of faith leadership as presented in the letters of Paul and 
Gospels of Mark and John.  We invited Michael to share some 
thoughts on how this experience has been for him: 

Being with people who are faith filled, educationally professional and 
engaged with the world in which they educate is a powerful 
experience. This experience, from our recent Kildare Ministries retreat, 
affirmed my spirit in many ways. It affirmed how the wisdom of the 
followers of Jesus in the first century CE, of Paul, Mark, Luke and John, 
can confirm us in the truth of our experience and the direction in which 
we are being called.  

If I may speak directly, what touched me most was your openness of 
heart to allow yourself to be affirmed, troubled, encouraged, and 
challenged by the wisdom of your forebears, of these earliest 
generations of Jesus followers who had the same concern that you 
have as educational faith leaders—to make discipleship with Jesus a 
reality in a constantly changing world. What these ‘elders’ teach us is 
to acknowledge the presence and action of God in our world, the 
beauty and goodness of creation and people we are with, of our lives, 
that we are carried by God, and through Jesus to be collaborators of 
grace and faith. 

As we seek to build inclusive, open and grace-filled educational spaces, 
we do this with the support and insights of faith-filled colleagues who, 
like you, are disciples of Jesus and embraced by God’s presence. What 
you are embarking on is a courageous act: to believe that our Catholic 
tradition can authentically offer us the wisdom to move forward 
creatively, faithfully and collaboratively. The core values of Kildare 
Ministries provide the ground for encountering freshly this 
wisdom.  Thank you for allowing me to share my insights into this 
wisdom that emerge from the earliest households of Jesus followers.   

We are enormously grateful to 
Michael for accompanying us on our 
journey which is far from over as we 
continue to explore how the mission of 
Kildare Ministries is enacted through 
the leadership and daily experiences of 
our communities.  Thank you to all 
who have entered into these 
experiences with such generosity and 

courage – it is through these shared, deeply rich and heart-felt 
conversations our work will continue to grow and nourish the lives of 
those in our care. 

Andrea Grant 
Mission Leader 



Principals and Faith Leaders Retreat  

16-18 August 2017 

The Principals and Faith Leaders Visit to St Ives as part of the Retreat 



Clonard College  

Geelong 

Brigidine Day 2017 and the unveiling of the Sporting Wall of Fame 

On the last day of term Two we celebrated Brigidine Day.  We commenced the day with a liturgy that focused on 

the College theme for 2017: Courage—Speaking and Acting with Integrity.  Following our reflection we had the 

chance to celebrate these former Clonard Collegians, the inaugural inductees into the Clonard College Sporting 

Wall of Fame, for their achievements in representing Australia in some form of sport.  We were also lucky enough 

to hear their own reflections on courage and their observations about how their education at Clonard helped them 

to develop their own version of courageous action. 

Pictured are (from left to right): Gabrielle Blythe (also current staff member), celebrated for Olympic walking; 

Jessica Cameron (2005—07) for cricket, Annie-Rose Maloney (2002-07) also for cricket and Kristy Harris (2004-09) 

for boxing. Also recognised was Rebecca Wiasak (1996—01) for cycling (absent in picture competing overseas and 

represented by her mother on the day) 

Clonard students enjoying the 

activities on Brigidine Day 

Opening and Blessing of St Brigid’s Chapel 

Our 60 Year Celebrations in 2016 culminated with the final celebration for the year, the Opening and Blessing of St 

Brigid’s Chapel on 4 November 2016. St Brigid’s Chapel is a multi-dimensional sacred space that is available for re-

flection, meditation, liturgies and Eucharist celebrations. Staff and students have enjoyed using this space through-

out the year. 



Clonard College  

Geelong 

Student Services, Library and Learning Centre 

In June 2017 we commenced work on our new Student Services, Library and Learning Centre.  This two storey 

building will sit on the existing multipurpose court on Church Street.  The ground floor will house our Library, A/V 

and ICT departments, the majority of our book collection and a private counselling space for students.  Upstairs will 

be an open plan study space with fantastic views over Geelong.  Also on this floor is a Careers area, our Student 

Leadership space as well as an A/V studio.  This building will bring together many services that are currently spread 

out over the school, as well as provide a 21st century Library with a variety of spaces that we look forward to 

seeing the students explore.  Works are hoped to be finished in time for the start of Term 3 2018. 

Tri-UMPH Festival 2017 

Clonard College, Sacred Heart 

College, Saint Ignatius College and 

St Joseph’s College are uniting on 8 

September 2017 in an effort to 

make poverty history.  This is the 

fourth Tri-UMPH Festival organised 

and led by the students of the four 

colleges and is this year hosted at Clonard.  At the last Tri-UMPH Festival, the goal of over $60,000 was reached 

and this year a committed group of students will aim even higher to endeavour to help make poverty history. 

The name Tri-UMPH is an acronym for ‘Triennially United to Make Poverty History” and the purpose is to support 

the universal efforts to make poverty history.  Specifically, we will be raising funds for Caritas Australia’s Women 

Protection Program, that provides support and services for families affected by gender based violence.  In 

particular, this program provides shelter, employment and counselling services.  We hope to provide the necessary 

pathways that contribute to a prosperous and peaceful future for the Timorese. 

The event will involve all the students from our four colleges enjoying music from local and national sources.  The 

festival will feature a Main Stage with live bands and soloists, a DJ stage including the K-Rock dome and a Chill Out 

Stage showcasing local school artists.  There will be some Festival Fun and a wide choice of street food vans.  Near 

the food court area there will be Community Organisations providing information about local and international 

agencies. 



Killester College  

Springvale 

JUSTICE and DEMOCRACY SEMINAR DAY—RECONCILIATION 

The theme for the 2017 Justice and Democracy Seminar Day was Reconciliation. This year marked the fiftieth 

anniversary of the 1967 Referendum, when 90% of Australian voters said ‘yes’ for Aboriginal people to be counted 

in the census. Students from several Kildare Ministries schools came together to learn about Reconciliation. Our 

day began with a prayer and an acknowledgement of country before our first guest speaker, Mark Clarke, Executive 

Officer, Office for Justice and Peace, asked everyone to take off a shoe and walk around the room. Students were 

quick to put their shoe back on, even though they were never instructed to do so. The reason for this was that they 

were “uncomfortable” with only one shoe and felt the need to rectify the situation. “Aha!” Mark said, and he 

proceeded to tell his audience of the former 

and current treatment of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples, which made 

us all very uncomfortable and inspired to 

take action for change. Delsie Lillyst 

(Gunditjmara and Bunitj), Catholic Education 

Melbourne, held an engaging workshop 

which the students found both confronting 

and inspiring. They formed their own tribal 

groups, made their own flags and dances, 

only to have all their hard work destroyed. 

As the students tried to repair the torn 

pieces of paper flags they realised that what 

they had would never be the same. Luckily, 

lunchtime arrived to rejuvenate saddened 

spirits and allow everyone time to reflect 

and enjoy a delicious meal prepared by 

Killester’s VET Hospitality students. The 

mood was quick to pick up, with the help of 

some live music. Refuelled and determined 

to “take the next steps” the students 

brainstormed and shared their plans for 

Reconciliation week back at their own 

schools. Their passion for the cause shone 

through and there was no doubt that they 

would be role model advocates among their 

peers.  

  

 

Jessica Hackett 

Performing Arts Learning Area Leader 



Trustees Meeting at Clonard College 

 29-30 August 2017 

The Trustees were 

warmly greeted at 

Clonard College 

Geelong and were 

very impressed by the 

breadth and depth of 

the subject offerings; 

by the innovative 

building designs and 

by the calm yet 

focused environment 

they experienced 

when visiting the 

classrooms. As always 

they enjoyed speaking 

with the student 

leaders and 

appreciated the time 

that the Principal, 

Damian McKew, 

Stewardship Council 

Chair Greer Lamaro 

and the Leadership 

Team devoted to 

ensuring a successful 

visit. 



As this newsletter goes out, 22 pilgrims are 

finalising arrangements to travel to Dublin to 

begin the 2nd Kildare Ministries pilgrimage.  

Across 15 days our group will trace the 

footsteps of our founders across Dublin, 

Galway, Ballygriffin, Cork and Tullow, 

immersing ourselves in the deep stories of 

Celtic spirituality and our Brigidine and 

Presentation heritage. 

Please keep our pilgrims in your thoughts and 

prayers during our journey from 21 September 

to 5 October, and follow our pilgrimage blog 

via the Kildare Ministries website: 

(www.kildareministries.org.au) 

 

 

 

 

 

A prayer for our pilgrims 

Glory be to you, O God, 

for the gift of life 

unfolding through those  

who have gone before me. 

Glory be to you, O God, 

for your life  

planted within my soul 

and in every soul  

coming into the world. 

Glory be to you, O God, 

for the grace of new beginnings 

placed before me  

in every moment  

and encounter of life. 

Glory, glory, glory 

for the grace of new beginnings  

in every moment of life. 

John Philip Newell, Celtic Benediction;  

Morning and Night Prayer, 61-65 

 

Kildare Ministries Pilgrimage to Ireland 

21 September to 5 October 2017 

Erica Pegorer, Kildare Ministries 

Andrea Grant, Kildare Ministries 

Linda Kiernan, Clonard College 

Paul Spence, Spiritual Director 

Ingrid Thompson, Brigidine College St Ives 

Carmel McCudden, Brigidine College St Ives 

Bernadette Keating, Members Council  

Gabrielle England, KEM Board 

Jo Amott, Marian College Ararat 

Shane Stacey, St Joseph’s College Stewardship Council 

Caroline Smith, St Joseph’s College 

Kristen Watson, St Joseph’s College 

Nicole Mangelsdorf, Kilbreda College 

Teresa Lincoln, Kilbreda College 

Lia Commadeur, Kilbreda College 

Claudia Matthews, Brigidine College Indooroopilly 

Andrew Beiers, Brigidine College Indooroopilly 

Kellie Illichmann, Marian College Sunshine West 

Kylie Power, Clonard College 

Peter O’Neill, Killester College 

Judeline Wadhwani, Star of the Sea College 

Chanel Sugden, Members Council  



Date Event 
4 Sept KEM Principals Meeting 

7 Sept Educating for Justice Co-ordinators Meeting 

20 Sept Governance and Subcommittee meeting 

21 Sept—5 Oct Kildare Ministries Pilgrimage to Ireland 

10-11 Oct Kildare Ministries Trustee Meeting 

13 Oct Kildare Ministries Members’ Council Meeting 

18 Oct Educating for Justice Student Seminar 

Kildare Ministries  

Calendar of  

Events For 

Sept—Oct 2017 

News from Kildare College  

 

 

Success Number 1 

Kildare College student achievement was recognised at the bi-annual Kildare College Awards Ceremony on Monday 14 

August.  Attended by the Mayor of the City of Tea Tree Gully, Mr Kevin Knight and Member of the South Australian 

Parliament for Torrens, Ms Dana Wortley MP and other College dignitaries, guests were entertained by the College’s 

performing arts students.  Mrs Judith Ratican, Chair of the Kildare College Stewardship Council, presented the Academic 

Achievement Awards to the 36 students across Years 8 to 12 who achieved excellent results in Semester 1, 2017.  Tina 

Neate, Deputy Principal, said “The students at Kildare College are creative, independent and collaborative learners who 

continuously seek excellence and success.  Our Awards ceremony reflected the commitment, resilience and confidence that 

is continuously displayed from their learning.  It was an incredible celebration of the students’ achievements.” 

 

Success Number 2 

Kildare College was awarded the “Overall Winner’ at a recent heat of the Science and Engineering Challenge event, a 

nationwide STEM outreach program presented by the University of Newcastle and held at Flinders University. 

Margaret Rouggos, Principal says, ‘students learn the tools entrepreneurs use including how to identify problems, validate 

solutions create viable products and pitch ideas. Through increased digital literacy, they will think creatively and use 

problem solving skills to transform their ideas into reality enabling the next generation of innovators. It’s all about preparing 

our students for the jobs of the future.  These type of events, hosted by universities, provide a great enrichment opportunity 

for our students, to extend their thinking beyond the classroom.’ 

The students worked in groups to tackle different whole-day or half-day challenges where they put their problem solving 

and team work skills to the test.  One group was tasked with creating a bionic hand from simple materials such as a glove, 

straws and string. The aim was to pick up a ball and a straw and to be able to make all of the signs in American Sign 

Language.  Another group formed a “team of Spies’ sent to acquire top-secret information from enemy headquarters.  They 

created their own codes to send secret messages back to their team using fibre optic rods and coloured light.  A third team 

was tasked with making a profit while supplying electricity to as much of a city’s infrastructure as possible.  The highlight of 

the day was watching the winning Bridge Building Team test their unbreakable bridge. 


