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Dear friends 

Not since Sorry Day was I as moved as when listening to 

the reading of the Uluru Statement from the Heart, as 

read by Sally Seals on Q and A last week. Its language 

was simple and powerful, devoid of legal jargon.  It is 

one of those historical documents whose significance 

will become more apparent as time goes on, in the same 

way as the 1992 Mabo Decision and the 2008 national 

apology to the stolen generation. The Uluru Statement 

will become the document of our time. It was 

inspirational, moving and heart felt and captured the 

ambitions and aspirations of our Indigenous Australians. 

Frank Brennan quoting Ms Anderson, co-chair of the 

Referendum Council and chairperson of the Lowitja 

Institute, made a poignant and profound statement 

capturing the heart.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait representatives 

have told us that ‘in 1967 we were counted, 

in 2017 we seek to be heard, we are 

voiceless and powerless in our own lands.  

This is our country.  We have been here for 

60,000 years.’ Australians of good will 

acknowledge that sovereignty is a spiritual 

notion for Indigenous Australians and that 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

incarceration and separation of children are 

indicators of ‘the torment of (their) 

powerlessness’. We affirm the aspiration of 

the Indigenous leaders gathered at Uluru: 

‘When we have power over our destiny our 

children will flourish. They will walk in two 

worlds and their culture will be a gift to their 

country.’  (F Brennan 2017) 

The Indigenous want a First Nations Voice enshrined in 

the Constitution and have called for a Makarrata 

Commission to supervise and monitor agreements 

between Indigenous groups and the Federal 

Government and engage in truth telling about history. 

Makarrata is a Yolngu word meaning the restoration of 

peace after a dispute. The terms on which this will be 

achieved include substantive constitutional reform, a 

formalised political advisory body, and treaty. A 

Makarrata Commission would oversee the treaty 

process. 

From the onset, one thing seems certain. There is no 

quick fix to the Australian Constitution and politicians’ 

responses have been somewhat ambivalent. Our Prime 

Minister pointed out, for example, that any claim must 

be acceptable to the general public to succeed and the 

Deputy Prime Minister was quick to add that the 

proposal, ‘would not fly’!  In the same Q and A episode, 

Noel Pearson predicted that the document would get 

more support from the people of Australia than it would 

from our Parliamentarians. 

"The Uluru Statement is entirely consonant 

with international law — for politicians and 

commentators to suggest that the proposals 

are somehow unattainable, or abstract 

aspirations, is disingenuous…the Uluru 

Statement has lit a fuse that cannot go out". 

(Galloway 2017). 

We are in the season of Pentecost, when the Church 

celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles 

(Acts 2:1-41). Pentecost is often regarded as the Church’s 

birthday because from that point on the apostles carried 

the message of Christ. Pentecost marks the end of the 

Easter season.  

 

John 20:19-23 

Jesus said to them again,  

“Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.” 

And when he had said this, 

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins 

you retain are retained.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission & Ministry Team are excited to launch our 
online interactive resource:  

 Courage, Speaking and Acting with Integrity 

It explores Courage through the 3 threads of the Kildare 
Ministries formation program: 

Unfolding Story—How is courage evident through our 
founding stories? 

Experience and Expression—How is the courageous ‘call 
and response’ in the mission of Jesus brought to life 
in the contemporary world?  

Becoming- What shared voice of courage do our minis-
tries speak as we enact the vision and mission of 
Kildare Ministries? 

Each page presents elements of the Kildare Ministries’ 
expression of courage and is designed to be engaged 
with interactively: 

Click on the images for further descriptions 

Bring up the Gospel text to explore the narrative in a 
contemporary way 

Work with the guiding questions to facilitate conver-
sation 

Slides can be viewed individually, as a sub-set or as a 
whole.  The viewer is invited to engage creatively with 
the material to suit the need, be it staff meeting, profes-
sional development seminar, prayerful reflection and 
conversation or even for individual consideration.  Its 
use is limited only by the imagination of the user. 

The resource can be accessed via the Kildare Ministries 
website:  

 About Us>Vision & Mission>Courage 
http://www.kildareministries.org.au/courage.html.   
It appears in small scale on the website but launches 

to full screen once a slide is clicked. 
 

This is the first in a series of planned resources exploring 
the Kildare Ministries value for each year.  Look out for 
Hope 2018, to be launched later this year! 

Launching the Courage  

Resource 

What a challenging, yet hope-filled test Noel Pearson 

has set us. Is it possible that the people of Australia 

could be as prophetic and enlightened as to create a 

fertile ground that will pressure our politicians to 

make significant not merely symbolic changes to the 

Constitution that will allow our indigenous people to 

flourish? Let’s hope that we can finally have the cour-

age to do something amazing and bold, something 

real and right that goes beyond the next election and 

something that will finally make a difference to the 

lives of so many!  How much longer do they need 

wait for their voices to be heard!  

As a Kildare Ministries community let’s choose to 

follow Pope Francis’ call to be less concerned about 

ourselves and more outward looking, less preoccu-

pied about safeguarding our privileges and having 

the courage to walk with our indigenous people as 

they articulate their future with all the ambiguities 

and complexities.  Let’s be inspired by the standard 

of leadership embodied in the Uluru Statement and 

contest the apathy evident in the current political 

discourse. Being counted is not enough, let us help 

them now to be heard!    

Erica Pegorer 

Executive Director 

Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the 

whole staircase. 

M ARTIN LUTHER KING JR  

http://www.kildareministries.org.au/courage.html


Visit by Kildare Ministries Trustees 

On 10 May, we welcomed the Trustees of Kildare Ministries to Brigidine College Indooroopilly.  They spent time 

meeting the College Leadership Team, staff and College Captains.  They also joined our College Board for the AGM. 

Since 2014, much work has been done to provide governance structures and ongoing support to all schools and 

community works included under the umbrella of Kildare Ministries.  At the beginning of the 2017 school year, 

Brigidine College also embraced Courage as our theme which is a Key Value from Kildare Ministries, intimately 

linked to both the Brigidine and Presentation Sisters’ ethos and traditions.    

 

Inspiring Women 

The College’s inaugural International Women’s Day (IWD) Forum on 9 March took on the 

challenge of showcasing strong women as role models for our young women.  With the 

theme Finding Meaning in the Contemporary Landscape, the audience heard five 

inspiring women share their stories.  Host Rhianna Patrick (pictured right) of ABC Radio 

and a Brigidine graduate of 1997 guided each speaker to explore some of their bold 

moments. This annual event will be held in March each year.   

Guest speakers included: 
Ros McLennan, General Secretary of the Queensland Council of Unions and a veteran 
progressive activist, shared her passion for industrial and community campaigning and her inspiration to work for a 
better, fairer future for everyone.   
Michelle McDonald, committed Catholic, communications professional and refugee advocate, is of mixed descent 

and married into a Hindu family.  Her devotion to the Eucharist as the “source and summit” of her faith shapes her 

world view that we are all spiritually connected as children of God. 

Mundanara Bayles grew up in Redfern, NSW, and is connected to the Wonnarua, Bundjalung, Birri-Gubba and 

Ghungalu peoples.  She is a proud advocate for her people, working with many organisations over the years and is 

currently the Managing Director of Blackcard. 

Erin Kennedy, 2001 Brigidine College Captain and Dux, is now a teacher and social justice activist. She has 

advocated for people seeking asylum, with Amnesty International and GetUP!  Currently she sits on Brisbane 

archdiocese’s Catholic Justice and Peace Commission. 

Faiza El Higzi is the co-founder of Create Global, a leadership forum for women from culturally diverse 

backgrounds. After escaping Sudan after a terrifying encounter with the secret police, she currently works 

extensively with asylum seekers and refugees while completing her PhD at the University of Queensland, focussing 

on Muslim women’s rights policy change processes. 

 

Brigidine College  

Indooroopilly 

International Women’s Forum 

guest speakers pictured (left to 

right):  Faiza El Higzi, Erin 

Kennedy, Mundanara Bayles, 

Michelle McDonald and Ros 

McLennan. 



Brigidine College  

Indooroopilly 

Sorry Day 

This year’s Sorry Day theme was “Sorry: “It Takes Courage to be Reconciled”.  Reconciliation is an active, living, 
breathing relationship that needs continued care, dialogue and understanding with all generations.  In this Year of 
Courage at Brigidine, the Creating Bridges project utilising concepts from the Year 10 RE project created by 
students Trinity Waller, Mikayla Anderson and Grace El-Khoury, invited the community to create a bridge across 
the front of the stage using blocks of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander colours to symbolise working together 
for ongoing reconciliation between all Australians.  With messages of reconciliation and hope exploring themes of 
respect and working together, parents, Elders, College Captains and student leaders added to the ongoing 
construction of this bridge. 
 
Student Tia-Shonte Southwood introduced Niketa Law, a proud Bindal/Bigumbul woman with a passion for 
Aboriginal art which started when she was in high school. She considers herself a contemporary traditional 
Aboriginal artist, keeping her culture alive through consistently challenging and experimenting in Aboriginal art.  

          Aboriginal Elders, together with Niketa Law (centre, right) were guests at our Sorry Day liturgy on 23 May.  The ceremony  
                                 included the finishing of the mural with handprints applied by our guests, staff and students. 

 
Niketa had been commissioned by the College to create a mural for the wall of Foley Building and she explained 
how moved she had been by the importance of St Brigid’s Cross, deciding it had to be the focal point of her mural. 
The story of Brigid’s Well also intrigued her because it had an aura of ancientness and spirituality which touched 
her heart. With the stones from St Brigid’s Well firmly embedded at the foot of the mural the red snake-like 
illustration is our individual journey of learning and growth.  The top corner reflects femininity with St Brigid’s 
Cross acting as the glue holding everything together.  
 
The Sorry Day Liturgy concluded with students Ellah-Louisa Cassady and Charleston Eastment introducing the 
Torres Strait Islander hymn, Baba Waiya.  Tia-Shonte Southwood and Taliah Saylor sang the hymn to honour their 
uncle who passed away suddenly during the Christmas holiday break. 



St Joseph’s College  

Echuca 

Celebrating Student Achievements with Joy and Gratitude 
Edward Cooper – Save the Children Foundation 

Edward Cooper, Year 9 student, has been selected as one of four students across Australia 
to be a young Ambassador for the Save the Children Fund.  Edward has been selected from 
a very large pool of applicants. He will work with the Save the Children Foundation to lobby 
with Australian politicians and speak out publicly about issues that most deeply affect them. 
Our Youth Ambassadors will work together to uphold, promote and protect children's 
rights. They speak out on issues that matter most to them, and represent the views of their 
peers at events, in the media and in Parliament.  Edward will participate in a trip to 
Melbourne in early July 2017, followed by a tour to Canberra in September 2017.  He will      
be a great advocate for young people and our College. 
 

Madisyn Colville – Tamworth Academy of Country Music 

We are pleased to advise that Madisyn Colville, a Year 10 student, has been offered a 
place in the Tamworth Academy of Country Music.  During Term 1 2017, Madisyn went on 
a school Koorie Cultural Camp to Lake Mungo with other students and on one of the 
evenings at the camp, she was asked to perform and sing on stage.  Following her 
performance, an organiser from the camp suggested that Madisyn should apply for the 
Tamworth Academy of Country Music. Maddie was advised that she had been offered a 
place almost immediately. 
Madisyn was the only Victorian selected for the program and she will participate in this 
great event in the June/July holidays this year.  What an awesome achievement and well 
done Madi! 
 

 
 

Katrina Mammone – Rotary Adventure in Citizenship 

Katrina Mammone, a Year 11 student, has been selected to represent the Rotary Club of 
Echuca/Moama at this year's Rotary Adventure in Citizenship.  The Rotary Adventure is held in 
Canberra in May of each year.  Throughout the adventure, Katrina will be immersed in the 
political scene in Canberra. 
Each year 35 students (the delegates) are directed by their local Rotary clubs to Canberra and 
are taken out of their comfort zone and placed into new spaces set amongst new faces and 
asked to do new and different activities.  They view Parliament in action, meet their Federal 
Member of Parliament and the Press Gallery journalists and the opportunity to participate in 
role play and get to explore the functions of Parliament. 
One of the highlights is having morning tea with the President of the Senate and the Speaker           
of the House of Representatives. We congratulate Katrina on her selection and wish her well      

with the Adventure. 

  

Isaiah Firebrace – Winner of the X Factor Australia Contest 

Isaiah Firebrace, a Year 11 Koorie student was an entrant in the X Factor Australia Singing Contest during term 3 
and 4 2016.  It was the second time he had attempted to be part of the contest having not 
made it through to finals in the first showing.   
Isaiah’s performances throughout the contest was exceptional and he eventually was voted 
the winner, thereby having a single record, ‘It’s Gotta Be You’ dedicated to him.  Our school is 
very proud of him and a visit with Isaiah and his coach, Adam Lambert, was put in place 
during November 2016.  This gave our students and staff the opportunity to congratulate 
Isaiah and wish him all the best for his future.  Isaiah has since represented Australia in the      
Eurovision 2017 Song Contest in Ukraine and was eventually named as ninth best singer in 

the world, an amazing achievement.  



Our network of Faith & Mission Leaders are currently working on a significant two-year project of preparing an Educating for 
Justice Framework for Kildare Ministries schools.  The Mission of Kildare Ministries is to provide an education inspired by the life 
and ministry of Jesus.  This is an education that is transformative, developing in our students a growing capacity to engage with 
empathy and love in the lives of one another and their broader communities.  It offers a particular focus on outreach to the 
marginalised and an emphasis on our moral and civic responsibilities as members of a democratic society, responding to the 
changing needs of our world.   

One of the hallmarks of both the Brigidine and Presentation Congregations has been their strong commitment to Education for 
Justice, taking very seriously the Catholic teaching to demonstrate a preferential option for the poor.  This has always been 
embedded in Brigidine and Presentation schools as central to a Catholic Education underpinned by Gospel teaching and 
practice.  This commitment in our schools has led to the development of Justice Education Programs.  Over the years the 
manifestation of these programs has taken on different shapes and emphases with changes in personnel, resourcing and the 
needs of our local, national and global communities.  To reflect these changing needs, several internal reviews conducted over 
the years have highlighted differences and similarities between the programs according to local context, however consistent 
challenges have emerged which continue to require a creative and well-considered response. 

As our networks continue to strengthen it is timely to re-articulate and document the aims of our Justice Programs and to 
design a framework that supports the needs of our schools and our communities, while staying true to the intention and 
purpose of our founding documents but contextualising our practices so that they reflect our mission.   

Our Faith & Mission Leaders are at the early stages of reviewing and affirming the works of justice currently being undertaken 
in our schools, while exploring new ways of enlivening this mission.  For our first session of professional development held in 
February, Jo Hart of Edmund Rice Education Australia (EREA) shared with the group the EREA Justice & Peace Framework: With 
Head, Hearts, Hand and Feet.  This was a great opportunity to hear an account of the development of a shared framework for a 
network of schools, utilised as an effective resource across all facets of school life.  For our second session held Thursday 18th 
May, we invited Fr Michael Kelly CSsR to provide input on the central importance of Justice in the Mission of the Catholic 
School.  This was a deeply informative presentation which prompted much discussion amongst the group.  As Michael said, he 
likely raised more questions than answers but provided us with much food for thought as we considered how to connect the 
lively social consciences of our students with a life of faith.  Michael spoke of our shared dream that students graduate from 
Catholic schools as both disciples and good citizens, responsible adults growing in a mature faith.  (Please note, the 
presentations from both Jo Hart and Michael Kelly are available on the Kildare Ministries website: Resources>Member 
Resources>Educating for Justice) 

One of the delights of our most recent meeting was 
that each Kildare Ministries school across Australia 
was physically represented for the first time in our 
history!  For such a momentous occasion we had to 
take a photographic record for posterity.  It was a 
bittersweet moment though as we farewelled Bill 
Gleeson, Assistant Principal Religious Formation at 
Brigidine College St Ives.  After 42 years of service to 
Catholic Education Bill has well and truly earned his 
retirement, and we thank him for his valued 

contribution to our network.  Bill has always been willing to share his 
resources and expertise with great generosity.   

It is fitting this report conclude with his words:  “What a splendid 
“last time” with you in Melbourne. Fr Michaels’ delivery was so 
engaging & fuelled so much good discussion.  The last seven years 
have flown; seems like yesterday I was welcomed at Albert Park.  As mentioned there is wonderful wisdom within the group. I 
have no doubt KM will grow from strength to strength as timetables, processes, programs are developed.” 

Andrea Grant 
Mission Leader  

Faith Leaders’ Network Meeting 

18 May 



KM Trustees visiting schools for their AGM 

Trustees at Brigidine College AGM — St Ives    May 8, 2017 

Trustees at Brigidine College AGM —Indooroopilly May 10,2017 



Eight members of the Kildare Ministries community responded to a call to journey on roads less travelled and 

gathered in Lancefield from the 24th-26th May to explore through experience and expression the notion of “I am 

because we are.”  Under the spiritual direction of Paul Spence, each participant was introduced to new lenses 

through which to view the Christian story and the rich traditions of the Brigidine and Presentation Sisters who 

formed Kildare Ministries.  Throughout the retreat, each participant was invited through a climate of trust, 

inclusivity and participation to be attentive to God’s presence in all things and listen with the ear of the heart.  Paul 

used his experiences in Uganda on refugee camps during strong winds where the women would open the tent and 

lengthen the cords in order to enable the wind to pass through to encourage participants to contemplate the 

anchorage points in their lives. Participants were challenged to reposition their stakes if they had shifted, to draw 

breath and make time to regenerate so that deep transformation could occur and in turn they could bring light to 

their communities through their ministries.  Through a process of discernment and reflection, participants gained 

further insights on the fire within just like Brigid, Daniel and Nano and future paths were illuminated to special 

places within their inner landscape.  Paul encouraged participants to accept all that they found in these special 

places, which for most participants was difficult.  On the final day of the retreat, participants through their 

unfolding stories listened for the heartbeat of God before returning to their communities blessed with the freedom 

to live in a creative, connected and appreciative way. 

Formation programs such as the “Founding Grace, Inspiring 

the Way Retreat” require thorough planning in order to 

ensure that the dignity of each participant is respected and 

that they have the opportunity to engage in experiences 

that foster knowing and understanding, engagement and 

meaning making in ministry and life.  A sincere thank you 

must go to Andrea Grant from Kildare Ministries and Paul 

Spence for the role that they played in planning and inviting 

participants on an adventure into their inner being and to 

each of the school communities represented for investing in 

the spiritual growth and renewal of their staff. 

Stephanie  Smyth 

Kilbreda College 

Kildare Ministries  

Calendar of  

Events For 

June 2017 

Date Event 
5 June Pilgrimage Meeting 

6 June KM Principals and Managers meeting 

9 June KM Personal Assistants' Seminar Day 

21 June KM Trustees Meeting 

KM Members’ Council Meeting 

Founding Grace, Inspiring the Way Retreat 

24-26 May  

Retreat photo L-R: Jenifer Byrne (Indooroopilly), me, Gabrielle Tolan (Clonard), Teresa Devlin (St Joseph’s),  
Claire Hogan (St Joseph’s), Wayne Murrill (Kilbreda), Stephanie Smyth (Kilbreda), Joan Fabbian (Marian SW),  
Paul Spence (facilitator) 


