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Introduction to Kildare Ministries and our school values. 

Kildare Ministries takes its name from the Irish Cill Dara, Church of the Oak.  Kildare Ministries offers 

secondary school education for the Brigidine Congregation (www.brigidine.org.au) which links to the spiritual 

heritage of St Brigid and the Presentation Congregation of Victoria (www.presentationsociety.org.au. This 

also includes community services within an inclusive and socially just context to which they share an agreed 

vision, mission and values (please see image below). The following Kildare Ministries values gives us 

opportunity as a community to reflect more deeply on the call to Christian discipleship today and the life 

modelled by Jesus. This year’s school theme is one of our core values, Hospitality- welcoming all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kildareministries.org.au/our-story.html 
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                 Activity 1: Understanding the theme ‘Hospitality- Welcoming All’ 
 The Greek word for hospitality is formed from two words meaning friend (philos) 

and stranger (xenos). The combination of the two implies warmth, friendship generosity; the art 

of welcome shown to strangers. What do you think of when you hear the word ‘Hospitality’?  

 

 How might each of the following images be linked to hospitality and what do each of the images 

suggest e.g. who it involves, what it involves, its qualities, etc. Write down your ideas.   

 

 

 

               
 

 In pairs, discuss two of the following hospitality quotes and identify its message.  

Hospitality comes from your heart 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you welcomed me, (Matthew 25:35-37 NRSV) 

Hospitality is about connection, not perfection  

Hospitality is a form of worship 

The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others (Ghandi) 

People will forget what you said, forget what you did, but people will never forget how you 

made them feel (Maya Angelou) 

Hospitality is when someone feels home in your presence                                                     

Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality (Romans 12:1313) 

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling (Peter 4:8-9) 

 

 Find your own image or quote to represent ‘hospitality-welcoming all’. Briefly explain why you 

chose this image and what it represents to you.  

 What does this school do to offer hospitality to its members and to the wider community? List 3-4 

ways that include both inside and outside the classroom e.g. St Vinnies food drive. 

 Find an inspiring story from the media related to hospitality involving students’ own lives.  

 Can you list 2/3 people who have shown extraordinary hospitality towards others? This can include 

people in your local area.  

 How has other peoples’ hospitality helped change our lives & our world?  

 In what way will you show hospitality in your home/ classroom/ extra-curricular activities/ whole 

school community? These can also be your goals for the 2019 school year. 

 What do you think is the best way to teach young people about Hospitality? 

 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%E2%80%9CPeople+will+forget+what+you+said%2C+forget+what+you+did%2C+but+people+will+never+forget+how+you+made+them+feel%E2%80%9D+-+Maya+Angelou+via+%40ignitetweet&source=clicktotweet&related=clicktotweet
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%E2%80%9CPeople+will+forget+what+you+said%2C+forget+what+you+did%2C+but+people+will+never+forget+how+you+made+them+feel%E2%80%9D+-+Maya+Angelou+via+%40ignitetweet&source=clicktotweet&related=clicktotweet
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012:13;&version=31;
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1+peter+4:8-9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1+peter+4:8-9
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1+peter+4:8-9


 

Activity 2: Find a ‘sneaky Jesus song’ to create a ‘Hospitality- welcoming all’ playlist 

 

A ‘Sneaky Jesus song’ may not be a religious tune, however if you listen to the lyrics it could be mistaken for 

one and be deeply spiritual. For example, the song ‘Count on Me’ by Bruno Mars’ brings comfort to anyone 

who might feel alone, unwelcomed or facing difficulties. The lyrics can be a reminder of God’s love through 

the life and teachings of Jesus. Gospel stories can teach us how to live in just society amongst the great divide 

and give us opportunity to respond. For example, Mk 2:15-20, ‘Jesus Calls Levi’ (explored again further), 

suggests commitment to being inclusive, showing mercy and welcoming of others in friendship. Jesus was 

friends and ate with those who are ‘others’, such as the sinners and outcast (the poor, the sick, tax collectors 

and more). Jesus encourages us to ‘build friendship’ with everyone and ‘help all our friends in need’. 

 

 

If you ever find yourself lost in the dark and you can't see, 

I'll be the light to guide you 

Find out what we're made of 

When we are called to help our friends in need 

You can count on me like one two three 

I'll be there  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JNtAtGGNRU 

 

 

 Write a short reflection about how Bruno Mars’ song ‘Count On Me’ can be a ‘sneaky Jesus 

song’ and connect it to our school theme?  

 Individually research your own ‘sneaky Jesus song’ and explain how this can connect to our 

school theme ‘hospitality, welcoming all’. It can be a religious or a modern song in the charts e.g. 

Jess Glynn- I’ll be there for you. Write down one verse of the song lyrics and explain how you 

think it is linked to our school theme.  

 As a class, come together to create and display the list of songs as a recommended ‘hospitality 

hits list’ to play throughout the year. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4JNtAtGGNRU


 

Activity 3. Scripture and Art: Andrei Rublev's Holy Trinity Icon 

Over 600 hundred years ago many people couldn’t read or write, therefore unable to read the Bible. To help 

people understand God, church ministers used to paint pictures and share stories. An icon is not just seen as a 

piece of art, but are religious images used as a window to understand the kingdom of God. They are visual 

equivalents of the Divine Scriptures and also express an inner spiritual meaning.  

 

Andrei Rublev icon ‘Philoxenia’ inviting reflection is upon the narrative of Genesis 18:1-8 (NRSV), where 

Abraham and Sarah offer hospitality to three strangers identified as ‘angles of love’. The story provides the 

basis for a beautiful symbolic portrait of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 

18 The LORD appeared to Abraham[a] by the oaks[b] of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat 

of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent 

entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not 

pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the 

tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 

have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to 

Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures[c] of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham 

ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then 

he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under 

the tree while they ate. 

  

Q1. Who appeared to Abraham? 

Q2. Where is there evidence of hospitality in this Scripture, Genesis 18:1-8?  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-426a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-426b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-431c


 

Q3. Look closely at the icon, what do you 

see?  

Q4. Who are the three people in the picture? 

Q5. Why are they all wearing blue?  

Q6. What other colours are they each wearing 

and what might this represent?  

Q7. Is there anything else that is similar? 

Q8. Why are the two angels on the right 

facing the angel on the left? 

Q9. What is in the center of the icon and what 

does it represent? 

Q10. Is there more than one chalice?  

Q11. Is there space or a gap in the image to 

join this feast and who is welcome to join? 

Q12. Is our participation important? 

 

 

Resources: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueRCn_so6Qs  

https://catholic-link.org/andrei-rublevs-icon-of-the-holy-trinity-explained/  

 

Reflection: 

Let’s take a few minutes of silence. 

Imagine yourself invited to that table. 

Imagine yourself taking a seat. 

Imagine yourself inside the flow of God’s love. What is God saying to you? What might you be saying to 

God? 

The Trinity creates a sense of mystery; how can 1 be 3 and 3 be 1. Trinity is something to worship, to look, 

and to feel our hearts wonder and be blessed by seeing the flow of God’s love.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueRCn_so6Qs
https://catholic-link.org/andrei-rublevs-icon-of-the-holy-trinity-explained/


 

Activity 4: Classroom Handprint Art Display Project  
Pope Francis’ ‘five finger prayer’ method reminds us to pray for not just ourselves and for 

our family, but for teachers, leaders, and the forgotten people in the world that need our prayers.  

 

Here’s How To Say Pope Francis’ 5 Fingers Prayer. 

Using the fingers on your hand, start with the thumb and pray these intentions in this order:   

1.) The thumb is the closest finger to you. Start praying for those 

who are closest to you. They are the persons easiest to 

remember. To pray for our dear ones is a "Sweet Obligation."   

2.) The next finger is the index. Pray for those who teach you, 

instruct you and heal you. They need the support and wisdom to 

provide guidance to others. Always keep them in your prayers.   

3.) The following finger is the tallest. It reminds us of our 

leaders, the governors, and those who have authority. They need 

God's guidance.   

4.) The fourth finger is the ring finger. Even though it may 

surprise you, it is our weakest finger. It should remind us to pray 

for the weakest, the sick or those plagued by problems. They 

need your prayers.   

5.) And finally we have our smallest finger, the smallest of all. Your pinkie should remind you to pray for 

yourself. When you are done praying for the other four groups, you will be able to see your own needs, but 

with the proper perspective, and so you will be able to pray for your own needs in a better way. 

Using Pope Francis method of prayer, you are required to create an art piece to display in 

your classroom to reflect on this year school theme with the following guidelines;  

 

 write your name in the center of your hand 

 identify the people who you would like to pray for  

 how are you called to serve, in other words, how will YOU show, promote and 

encourage ‘hospitality- welcome all’ to each of the five categories  

 Incorporate designs or symbols that give expression to the joy of serving others.  

 

You will be required to share at least one element of your art piece with two other students before 

combining all your pieces to create a large classroom display. Please nominate someone in your group to 

take a picture of your display when completed. Here is some inspiration for your classroom display;  

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Activity 5: Exploring Scripture – Jesus’ Open Table 
 

Jesus Activites: One of Jesus’s major characteristic activities was his table fellowship.  

 

 
Luke 5:27-39 (NRSV) Jesus Calls Levi 

27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 28 And he got up, left everything, and followed him. 29 Then Levi gave a great banquet for him 

in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others sitting at the table[a] with them. 30 The 

Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus answered, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 

are sick; 32 I have come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

 

In biblical times, tax collectors were considered unpopular and seen as a traitor/thief by the Jews. This was 

the case because the Land of Israel was occupied by Rome and taxes went to Rome, however they would 

collect it for their ruler, but keep a portion for themselves, or over charge people. Even though they were 

wealthy, they were marginalized because of their trade. By Jesus calling Levi to be an intimate disciple is a 

representation of an inclusive community, but also mutual acceptance. Levi’s response captures so much in 

that the call of Jesus frees him from attachment to his wealth. He rises, leaves all and follows immediately 

(v.28). He then uses his wealth to put on a great banquet where he and Jesus and all his tax collector friends 

can celebrate the newfound hospitality of God (v.29). The Pharisees and scribes complain about this eating 

with ‘tax collectors and sinners’ and share a self-righteous attitude (v.30). As the Pharisees hated the tax 

collectors and sinners, they thought that Jesus should too. The view anyone who associated with them as 

scandalous. ‘Righteous’ as they are they cannot catch the sense of celebration. Jesus counters with an effective 

image: it is the sick, not the well who need the physician (v.31). The image has the effect of transforming the 

sense of sinfulness from something to be punished or forgiven into a condition akin to sickness, from which 

one needs to be healed and set free. Repentance is certainly required (v.32), but in a sense of God’s acceptance 

makes possibility, joy filled and transformative in human lives. Jesus was not just friends with those who keep 

the law, but had an open table: All are welcome. 

 

 
Q1. What do we learn about how God views people from the way that Jesus reacted to the people in 

this lesson? How can we apply this knowledge to our world today- at school, home and the wider 

community? 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A27-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25129a


 

          Meaning of the Open Table: The Inclusivity of the Kingdom 
 The untouchables of society are welcomed as friends at the table of Jesus. He does not 

shrink from their touch (Lk 7.28), but show that they matter to him. He restores their dignity, 

welcoming them into his community.  

 

 By Jesus’ open table he showed that ‘others’ or the ‘outcast’ are welcomed into the community of 

God’s Reign. Therefore, discipleship involves a commitment to those who are marginalized a 

‘preferential option for the poor’.  

 

 

Over to you: After learning about previous scriptures within the booklet and identifying if it still holds 

relevance in today’s world, it’s now over to you to explore Luke 15:11-32 The Parable of the Lost Son 

and Brother. Write a short reflective piece on the parable; who does it involve, what was the event, is it’s 

still relevant for today’s world and can you identify any links to hospitality?  

Please also include an image/design to your reflective piece.  

 

 

 

 

 

Useful resources: 

Scripture: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NRSV  

Commentary: https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/the-fourfold-gospel/by-sections/parable-of-

the-lost-son.html  

Pope Francis clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRHEtH7nzLQ  

Short video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfDfMZ6MTJs  

Modern clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RXi_cZ57sg  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NRSV
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/the-fourfold-gospel/by-sections/parable-of-the-lost-son.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/the-fourfold-gospel/by-sections/parable-of-the-lost-son.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRHEtH7nzLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfDfMZ6MTJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RXi_cZ57sg


 

Activity 6: Pope Francis’ Activities 

 

Ted Talk:Why the only future worth building includes everyone (17 mins) 

  

 Why them and not me? (1:27) 

 Include Everyone (2:35) 

 Solidarity and Science (4:27) 

 Parable of the Good Samaritan (7:52) 

 Christian Hope (11:27) 

 Revolution of Tenderness (13:16) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36zrJfAFcuc 
 

 

After watching the clip, take a moment to write a personal reflection about Pope Francis’ message on three 

main ideas: interdependence, solidarity, and a revolution of tenderness.  

Here are some questions to help guide you in your response:  

 

 How does asking yourself “Why them and not me?” make you feel? Why?  

 Are products becoming the core of our being instead of people? 

 What do you think Pope Francis means by ‘Solidarity is not an 

automatic mechanism; it cannot be programed or controlled. It is a 

free response from the heart from each and everyone’. 

 Where is solidarity needed most in the world today? Why?  

 Pope Francis refers to a well-known parable that Jesus told to help us 

understand the difference between those who’d rather not bothered and 

those who take care of the other ‘The Parable of the Good Samaritan’. 

How does Luke 10:25-37, Parable of the Good Samaritan apply 

to the world today? 

 What did Mother Teresa mean when she said, “One cannot love, unless it ’s at their own 

expense”? 

 ‘Let us help each other, all together, to remember that the other is not a statistic or a number. The other 

has a face. The ‘you’ is always a real presence’. What can you do today to bring about the revolution 

of tenderness? This week? This month? This year?  

 What is my message of hospitality to others?  

 Overall, what is Pope Francis encouraging us to do?  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36zrJfAFcuc


 

 Find a Pope Francis quote from the following  article link that stands out you the 

most; https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/dont-let-fear-keep-you-from-

welcoming-the-stranger-pope-says-29549  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Why do world leaders have such an important role and responsibility?  

Short reflection: Pope Francis calls on world leaders to welcome migrants; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=by0O2S2sCj8&feature=youtu.be 

 

 
 

 

 

 Find a recent Pope Francis Tweet that relates to our school theme e.g.  

 
 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/dont-let-fear-keep-you-from-welcoming-the-stranger-pope-says-29549
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/dont-let-fear-keep-you-from-welcoming-the-stranger-pope-says-29549
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=by0O2S2sCj8&feature=youtu.be


 

Activity 7. Social Justice Activity  

Working in groups, you are going to prepare a short TV advert one of the following 

organizations. You must report on; 

• What does the charity do?  

• Who does the charity help? 

• How does the charity help?   

• Why does the charity do it?  

• Who can get involved to help? 

• Include a link to the school theme ‘hospitality- welcoming all’ 

 

 

https://basp.org.au/  

https://basp.org.au/kidsofffnauru/  

  

 

 

http://www.wellspringsforwomen.com/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://presentationfamilycentre.org.au/  

 

 

 

Activity 8: Create your own prayer/meditation to share with your class.  

Each student will take it in turns to lead the class in prayer and reflection at the beginning of RE lessons. The 

collection of prayers can be displayed into a class prayer book.  

 

Activity 9. Optional Whole School Art Project  

 

  

 

https://basp.org.au/
https://basp.org.au/kidsofffnauru/
http://www.wellspringsforwomen.com/
http://presentationfamilycentre.org.au/

