


Today we stand in footsteps millennia old. 
May we acknowledge the traditional owners 
whose cultures and customs have nurtured, 

and continue to nurture, this land, since men 
and women awoke from the great dream. 

We honour the presence of these ancestors 
who reside in the imagination of this land 
and whose irrepressible spirituality flows 

through all creation.

Source: https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/spirituality/welcome-to-
country-acknowledgement-of-country#ixzz55AIEgwRB

https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/spirituality/welcome-to-country-acknowledgement-of-country#ixzz55AIEgwRB


Hope
Bringing a sense 

of purpose



Who said this?

Hope is like the sun. 

If you only believe in it when you can see 
it you'll never make it through the night.









• Star Wars VIII The Last Jedi: $1.3 billion (1 Jan)

• Star Wars 1-8: $9 billion 

• Harry Potter 1-8: $8.5 billion

• Lord of the Rings Trilogy: $6 billion

• The Hunger Games: $3 billion





What is hope?

• Hope is a state of mind, not a state of the world… 
and it’s not essentially dependent on some 
particular observation of the world or estimate of 
the situation…

• It transcends the world that is immediately 
experienced, and is anchored somewhere beyond 
its horizons...

• It is not the conviction that something will turn 
out well, but the certainty that something makes 
sense, regardless of how it turns out. 

Bernard Brandon Scott  - From  Parables to Ethics, in The Once and Future Faith





Pope Francis Ted Talk

https://www.ted.com/talks/pope_francis_why_the_only_future_worth_building_includes_everyone?language=en&utm_campaign=tedspread--a&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare




Student Leaders on hope:

• What links can you see between these young 
people and the reflections from Manus 
Island?

• What links with the Ted talk, particularly 
around the notion of solidarity?

• Where is the sense that Hope is an ACTION 
that requires CHOICE?

• Is there anything you’d like to see included?



In our Year Level teams:

• Can we build these ideas into our work for the 
year?

• How might this work?

• What outcomes might we expect to see?



Closing Prayer

Leader:

We must learn to live in new times.

What we have always known is no longer enough

to answer the questions that arise in us.

We find ourselves facing a new history, 

and therefore facing a new word from God…

We may not cling to the truth we have always known,

but seek in truth the desires of God active in these times.



Closing Prayer

Leader:
This calls for fidelity to God
as we make our way through the unknown in history.

It asks of us a readiness to leave our familiar space
as Abraham was called to do.

As it invites us to walk humbly with our God.

Jon Sobrino, Spirituality of Liberation



Closing Prayer

Reading: Jeremiah 29:11-13

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. Then 
when you call upon me and come and pray to 
me, I will hear you. When you search for me, 
you will find me; if you seek me with all your 
heart.



Closing Prayer

God of time and change, be with us as we 
explore the future.  May we be open to your 
Spirit as a creative and energetic presence 
moving in our ideas and in all our experience.

Response: 

I know the plans I have for you, to give you a 
future with hope.



Closing Prayer

Give us patience with partial plans and 
fragments of the future glimpsed imperfectly in 
hopeful words.  Help us to sense your Spirit 
drawing us toward your tomorrow, even if it 
takes us away from comfortable patterns and 
from our own pet projects.

Response: 

I know the plans I have for you, to give you a 
future with hope.



Closing Prayer

Teach us to plan for a reality rooted in the 
gospel.  Like humble servants of resources 
not our own, may we be able to bring out of 
our hopes and experiences things both old 
and new, in service of the people of today.

Response: 

I know the plans I have for you, to give you a 
future with hope.



Closing Prayer

As we build our plans, help us to remember 
that we are just servants of a community in 
which we are privileged to serve.  Open us up 
to the Spirit and to the task of building your 
reign in the hearts of all people.  Enliven our 
hope in your vision of a better world.

Response: 

I know the plans I have for you, to give you a 
future with hope.



Final blessing

May God bless you with discomfort at 
easy answers, half-truths and superficial 
relationships so that you may live deep 
within your heart.

May God bless you with anger at injustice, 
oppression and exploitation of people, so 
that you may work for justice, freedom 
and peace.



Final blessing

May God bless you with tears to shed for 
those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and 
war, so that you may reach out your hand to 
comfort them and turn their pain into joy.

May God bless you with enough foolishness 
to believe that you can make a difference in 
the world, so that you can do what others 
claim cannot be done to bring justice and 
kindness to the poor and suffering.



Final blessing

And may you be blessed always with the 
sense of our God’s abundant presence in 
your life.

Amen.


