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Throughout term 1 we have explored our 2017 theme of Courage: Speaking and Acting 
with Integrity in a variety of ways.  In our work with staff and students for instance, we 
have explored the courage to answer the call to mission leadership, the courage to engage 
in open dialogue around emerging issues for our families, and the courage to work for 
justice in our fractured world.  Every conversation, whether at a meeting, through prayer 
or even over a cup of coffee has reminded us that courage arises, and is needed, in many 
different ways.  Every person we encounter through our daily interactions has their own 
personal story, and each of these stories influences our collective work and the way we 
give expression to our shared mission. 

Courage takes on a particular perspective as we move through the season of Lent, a time 
of healing and renewal.  It invites us to reflect deeply on our lives and consider what might 
be deadening for us, and conversely what is life-giving.  Where are the ruptures that might 
require healing?  Do they come in the form of broken relationships, or holding onto past 
hurts?  What are the challenging situations in our lives which require some work, or even 
acceptance? Finding the courage to break open these cracks can allow for the emergence 
of new growth and transformation. 

I recently read a reflection on International Women’s Day prepared by Good Samaritan 
Sister Meg Kahler.  Titled ‘Be Bold and Brave’, Meg spoke of the various ways courage 
appears in the lives of women:   

 “When I was a child, to be told you had been “bold” meant you had done 
something wrong – usually that you had spoken out of turn or broken some other social 
convention.  I can see why it may be a good encouragement for women – to speak up, to 
break some social convention that is no longer helpful.  Bold and brave is a characteristic 
shared by many: women who leave relationships that are abusive or violent; women 
who do whatever is needed to protect children; women who play in the first ever 
professional football competition; women who work in jobs they love but are usually 
done by men; women who live in distant, frightening or difficult places; and all the 
women who try new things because a voice inside guides them to it. God seeks those 
who can make a difference, who can stand against those who do wrong by the  people. 
This is the space where bold and brave people often stand – at the junction where violence and wrong collides with peace 
and love. It is a battle. It requires great wisdom, faith and love to fill that gap. Many people do step into this gap and draw 
on their bravery and boldness to stay there.” 

As we journey towards Easter we are invited in our hearts to accompany Jesus to the cross.  We are called to stand in the 
space where bold and brave people stand, where 
injustice collides with peace and love.  This is the 
inspiration we draw from Jesus, who broke those 
social conventions of his time which oppressed the 
marginalised.  Jesus invited criticism and rejection by 
consistently challenging, in small ways and large, 
power structures which enabled inequity and injustice.  
He shows us how we are called to live courage, to live 
differently.  We are invited to greet and embrace even 
that which we do not want as the very means of our 
own transformation.  To borrow the words of 
Matthew Baker, Social Justice Coordinator at Marian 
College Sunshine, what do we need to work on in 
ourselves in order to invite it in others? 

 
Andrea Grant 
Kildare Ministries Mission Leader  

“In the face of grave 
forms of social and 
economic injustice, of 
political corruption, of 
ethnic cleansing, of 
demographic 
extermination, and 
destruction of the 
environment… surges 
the need for a radical 
personal and social 
renewal that is capable 
of ensuring justice, 
solidarity, honesty and 
transparency.”  

Pope Francis, 2004 

Unclenched 

 I pray you might 

slacken my jaw 

 to sing praises 

unhunch my back 

 to sit honourably 

unfrown my eyes 

 to smile truly 

unpurse my lips 

 to speak gently 

slow my steps 

 to dance freely 

relinquish my fear 

 to hope expansively 

unclutter my brain 

 to ponder silently 

liberate my heart 

 to love abundantly 

Marlene Marburg, Grace Undone 



Life at Marian College Ararat 
2017 has started well for Marian College Ararat.  After a 
very productive and yet, at times, challenging year 
behind us, students have settled in extremely well to 
their studies.   With many new developments last year 
that included a new timetable for the College, 
introduction of the Responsible Thinking Process, new 
Child Protection Policies and Procedures, and greater 
focus on the ‘Growth Mindset’ for students and staff and 
a ‘Culture of Learning’, we have deemed 2017 to be a 
year of consolidation and ‘bedding down’ of the new.  
At the beginning of its second year in place, our 
Behaviour Management Process (Responsible Thinking) 
is working well to support disengaged and struggling 
students while maintaining higher standards for 
classroom learning and teaching.  On the whole, 
students have taken well to these new procedures; they 
are given an opportunity to voice their beliefs and 
understandings about their own actions, and they are 
encouraged to take ownership and action for any 
inappropriate behaviour in a calm and respectful 
manner.  The purpose is not to change students but to 
support them in making better choices and meeting 
their own needs while respecting the learning 
environment.   Any Behaviour Management process also 
provides invaluable information about the learning 
environment and teaching.  Parents are an essential part 
of this process. 

 

The New Learning Centre Project 
The building is on time and budget at this stage.  
Teachers are currently looking for programs, processes 
and staffing to use this space in the most effective way 
for the College into the future and have visited other 
colleges in search of ideas and their wisdom.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Leadership Team 
Our College Student Leaders have certainly started the 
year confidently.  The time spent at Halls Gap Leadership 
camp and again at Cave Hill preparing this impressive 
group of young men and women for their new role has 
certainly been beneficial.  They work effectively 
together, share leadership and communicate well.   At 
the same time they have remained centered on their 
vision for the inclusion of all students.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre-school in Bhola - Bangladesh 
It was only six years ago that a small group of our Year 
12 students introduced our community to Fred Hyde 
and the Co-Id organization working for the poor in 
Bangladesh.  Only six months ago Fred passed away 
aged ninety-six.   In these last few weeks the College has 
been privileged to welcome back one of the founding 
students of what has now become an annual fundraising 
College event. Zoe Eastick (class of 2012) has been 
instrumental in bringing this very worthy cause to our 
attention, and remaining very active still.   For the first 
time, Zoe travelled to Bhola Bangladesh in late 2015 and 
saw first hand the great work that continues in 
educating the poor of this region.  Capturing her journey 
and her reflections on video, Zoe shares the stories and 
plight of these wonderful happy people, and the work of 
those who continue to support them.   The modest Pre-
school established with funds raised by the Marian 
College community sits in pride of place for her 
alongside many other much larger buildings denoted by 
other colleges in Australia and elsewhere.   Our aim to 
support this worthy cause continues with each new 
cohort.   While Co-Id can never keep up with the 
constant requests to provide more and more new 
schools to meet the very high needs, for many children 
in this region education is their chance for liberty from 
poverty.  Monies raised each year will go towards 
sustaining the colleges and kindergartens established. 

Marian College  

Ararat 

New Learning Centre under construction  

Student Leadership Team 



Applied Learning Centre  - Room Makeover 
Our Applied Learning Centre challenges the convention of formalized classroom learning.  With a very busy year of 
refurbishment throughout 2016, we now utilize a vibrant, new Learning Centre. 2017 has certainly started well for 
our Applied Learning students and staff.  It is wonderful to see the passionate, proud students excited about their 
learning, projects and plans for future development. 

BEFORE SHOOTS AFTER SHOOTS 
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Brigidine College St Ives has commenced the year in celebration of the academic and service achievements of the girls. 

On Wednesday 8 February, the College celebrated the outstanding academic achievements of the students from Year 12 2016 

in their HSC examinations. There were eleven nominations for the HSC showcases of OnStage (Drama), Callback (Dance), 

ArtExpress (Visual Arts) and Encore (Music).  In addition to this, five students were placed in the State with two 1st places in 

Drama and Business Studies, 18 students were acknowledged as All Rounders, having achieved more than 90 in each of their 

ten units and thirty girls achieved ATARs over 95, six of which were over 99. Their success reflects their courage in taking up a 

rigorous study program and their determination to achieve. 

Many of our senior girls had the opportunity to attend various service learning activities 

during the school holidays. A group of students from Years 10 and 11 participated in a 

successful immersion to Vietnam, set up in partnership with Antipodeans Abroad. 

Accompanied by six teachers, the girls built toilets, a house and planted rice.  

Some Years 11 and 12 girls supported the Marist Sony Children’s Holiday Camp held at St 

Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill, caring for children with disabilities. The students lived in as 

carers, providing respite for parents, and enabled the young people to enjoy a variety of 

activities that they might not otherwise experience. 

The College year began with the Commencement Mass with a focus on St Brigid’s Feast Day, 

alongside the launching of the theme of Courage. At the Mass, twenty two senior students 

were commissioned as Ministers of the Eucharist and as Liturgy Leaders. This year, the College 

is also delighted to have seven junior girls commissioned as Altar Servers. At the end of last 

year, the girls undertook a formal Liturgy training program to prepare them to support all 

College liturgies. 

Year 10 students have begun their Community Involvement Program, recently receiving the Community Involvement Program 

(CIP) Handbook. This involves 20 hours of community service at a venue of their choice. This program has been in operation 

for four years and the girls work mainly with the elderly in nursing homes, many 

going beyond their compulsory hours. 

All students have returned from their Camps or Retreats program in what was one 

of the wettest March weeks on record. While we aim to build resilience, it was not 

anticipated that all the resilience anyone needs would be met in three days thanks 

to the weather conditions. The 7-10 Camps program forms an essential element of 

the overall social, emotional and personal development of the girls. Also, it seeks to 

reconnect them to their natural world at a time when they are often retreating into 

a virtual world, losing contact with reality and risk causing social dislocation and 

isolation.  

Each Camp has a specific focus:  Year 7: Coming to Brigidine; Year 8: My Gifts and 

Strengths; Year 9: The Great Outdoors and Year 10: Urban Challenge. 

In Years 11 and 12, the students undertake a retreat program. These aim to provide 

students with time to reflect on God and on life, to be creative, and to interact with 

others in a Christian context. The focus of the Retreats is: 

Year 11: My True Self. Students attend a Street Retreat which challenges them to 

develop a deeper sense of self and build a stronger sense of others through 

community service.  Year 12: To Everything there is a Season. This provides 

students with the opportunity to reflect on their journey thus far and anticipate the 

journey to come beyond school. 

Brigidine College  

St Ives 

KM Trustees  being shown the 

renovations at Brigidine College. 



Justice, Democracy and Outreach—Student Seminar  27—28 February  

Recently, we were invited by  Kildare Ministries to attend a 

Social justice Seminar in Melbourne, along with Year 11 Justice 

and Democracy member, Leah Dunn. Through the 2-day 

program, we were educated on the topics of Catholic Social 

Teaching, forced marriage, human trafficking, women’s rights 

and the work of Caritas. We found these sessions to be very 

enriching and eye opening, which gave us a perspective of social 

issues that women face on a local, national and global scale. In 

addition to this, we were also able to interact with numerous 

Kildare Ministries schools and were able share ideas on how we 

can improve social justice awareness within our own College and 

wider community. Our focus on courage and ‘being a voice for 

the voiceless’ has encouraged us to peruse the topic of women’s 

rights this year. We hope to be able to educate ourselves and 

subsequently educate others in order to promote awareness 

and advocate for social change. 

Kaili Mahpirof and Renee Menezes 

Students 

Around the Traps…. 



Kildare Ministries  

Calendar of  

Events  

For March and April 

2017 

Date Event 

15 March 2.17 KM Trustees Meeting at Marian College SW 

16 March 2.17 KEM Board Meeting 

22 March 1.17 KM New Staff Induction Seminar 

23 March 2.17 Wellsprings For Women Board Meeting 

25 March KM Board of Directors and Stewardship Councillors Seminar 

18 April 3.17 Brigidine College Indooroopilly Board Meeting 

20 April 3.17 KEM Board Meeting 

24 April 3.17 Star of the Sea Board Meeting  

28 April 1.17 KM Board Chairs Meeting 

 29 April KM Board of Chairs and Stewardship Council Induction Meeting 

Around the Traps…. 

Marian College Sunshine West - 60th Year Mass  - 7 March 

On Tuesday 7 March the College celebrated our 60th Anniversary with a truly beautiful and very 
respectful Mass at St. Leopold’s church. I have always been of the mind that it is apt to celebrate 
marker events and Marian College certainly did this with our liturgical celebration. 

Past Principals, Members of Kildare Ministries, Stewardship Council members, Brigidine Sisters who had taught at 
Marian, the Regional Director of Catholic Education, St Paul’s Primary Principal, previous teachers, and many 
parents, 800 students, 100 staff joined 4 priests to ensure that God heard our vote of thanks for his support over 
the last 60 years.   

 



Trustees Meeting at Marian College Sunshine West  - 15 March 

The Trustees of Kildare Ministries 

visited Marian College Sunshine 

West on Wednesday 15 March. 

Congratulations and appreciation are 

extended to the Marian Community 

for all they do to ensure that each 

girl’s potential is known and realised. 

This is helped by impressive facilities 

and dedicated staff. 

Around the Traps…. 


